THE ZAKAT TAXES                         217

provided, however, they are not intended for trade.1 It
must be remarked that the tools (alat) referred to above
are the tools which render a use without leaving a trace in
the thing on which they have been used. If, however, they
do leave a trace in the thing, as is the case with yellow dye
or saffron bought by a dyer in order to be used for the
dyeing of people's clothing in consideration of a price (a/r),
they are then subject to zakat, provided their value amounts
to a nisab and a year has passed from the time of their pur-
chase. Likewise subject to zakat is every article (fayn)
bought for use in the process of work, if a trace of it re-
mains in the object worked upon. Gall-nut and grease used
for the dressing of leather are of this category. No zakat
is due on instruments, however, if, as in the case of soap
and potash, no trace of them is left.2

(5) Property of minors and the insane, because, in their
case, the conditions of maturity and reason are wanting;
and of non-Moslems, because the condition of Islam is
wanting. However, according to the Malikites (especially
as regards cattle and crops) and also according to al-Sha/fii,3
minors and the insane are subject to zakat. Al-ShafiTs
ground is that zakat is an obligation connected with prop-
erty, irrespective of ownership. The Hanifites, on the other
hand, reply that zakat is an act of worship and therefore
incumbent only on those who can exercise an option in its
discharge/

1 The reason for this is that zakdt is due on property other than
sawaim animals or gold and silver only when that property is in-
tended for trade. Consequently an amount of property that is not
intended for trade does not pay zakdt, merely because it is not destined
for primary necessities, no matter how large such amount may be.
There is, however, a difference in the disbursement of sakdt. There,
the possession by a person of a ni$db of books bars him from having a
share in the sakdt unless he needs to use those books. Durar, p. 113.

* 'Alamkiriyyah, p. 242.

8 Wajis, p, 87.                                              *Hiddyah, p. 115.